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Located on idyllic
Hamilton Island, Solis is

a cliff-top wonder made
from glass, concrete

and travertine. This haven
of a house is a treat not
only for the eyes,

but also for the soul

B M Hamilton Island
FHSolisR—RRZREEERN
BE KZ - B3E- - BRERLA
AMETEMR  BRERS
DB RFE BN ZES

BY MARTINA HUNGLINGER
PHOTOGRAPHY MADS MOGENSEN



(( he client said that all he wanted was a three
bedroom house,” says Sydney-based Italian
architect Renato D'Ettorre. It's a statement

that might suggest the home in question is a touch dull

and even suburban — were it not for the fact that the
home being discussed is a tropical hideaway, located
on the idyllic Australian paradise that is Hamilton Island

For D'Ettorre, this was something of a dream job.
It provided him with a major opportunity to use the
resource that most inspires him: water. His fascination
with the substance began when he was a child in
Abruzzo. "We would go to the countryside and | was
always attracted by rivers, creeks and springs, by their
sound and movement," he explains.

The American owner of Solis was familiar with
D'Ettorre’s work on Hamilton Island and knew right
away he'd found the right person to work on his own
home. Starting on the basis that each piece of land
Is unique and special, D'Ettorre began the project by
photographing each rock on the site. It took him four
hours. "You have all these beautiful rocks,” he points out,
‘| wanted to figure out how to fit the house in between
them without actually removing too many, so that the
design fit the space and not the other way around.”

There were other restrictions, too. The need for a
maintenance-free house reduced the appeal of timber
At the same time, Hamilton Island has tight restrictions
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‘A HOUSE SHOULD BE BI-DIMENSIONAL: HAVING VIEWS TOWARDS THE SEA AND
THE COURTYARD. ONE SHOULD NOT KNOW WHERE THE FRONT OR BACK IS,” SAYS

plunge pool. The owner and his guests can retreat
here when the mercury rises. A cascading waterfall
curtain and intense turquoise water create a grotto-like
effect, while bare hot feet will find they almost glide
along mirror-like floors, polished with a diamond grinder

One of the great attractions of sub-tropical climates
is the plant life. At Solis, the garden is constructed like
a labyrinth so that visitors can absorb the experience
gently, freely following winding paths. Underfoot, soft
grass adds to the lush experience of paths filled with
native greenery. The tree varieties are a roll call of
tropical heaven: frangipani, jacaranda, boab, leopard,
rainbow shower, lemon, butterfly and flame trees.
And then there are the tropical grasses and plants.
All conspire to create a space that is tranquil and in
balance with the surroundings.

“This house is designed to both entertain and relax,”
comments D'Ettorre. It is a house that can reflect
whatever mood you happen to be in, as it should be."

D'ETTORRE, WHO SURROUNDED THE HOUSE WITH PONDS, POOLS AND CASCADES
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